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Lerner and Boquet: From the Editors

■ Front the Editors

A break from our academic schedules (which we both have now, as we compose
this column in July) affords us an opportunity to engage in a bit of individual and
collective nostalgia. One of us arrives for a long day of work sunburned from yes-

terday's Red Sox game; the other is still unpacking from a trip back to her alma

mater for an alumni weekend. The fourth Writing Centers Summer Institute
begins in a few short days, and a request for letters from previous leaders sits in the

inbox, yet another opportunity to reflect on our connections, personal and professional, not only to the work of writing centers on a local level but also to our com-

mitment to the International Writing Centers Association, the organization with
which we have long been affiliated (both individually and as journal editors).
A few months ago, we officially began our second term as editors of The Writing
Center Journal. As we have worked with the articles that appear in this volume, we

have been prompted by the scholars at the Writing Centers Research Project to

think about our own "local practices" and "national consequences" (as Griffin,
Keller, Pande, Pedersen, and Skinner call them in the article that leads off this issue).

Another author, Kevin Davis, ponder his own long-term commitment to writing

center work. The remaining articles, one by Diana Calhoun Bell and Madeleine
Youmans and another by Jane Cogie, focus on specific local practices with global

implications, related to tutors' work with ESL writers; and Marcy Trianosky's
review of Wayne Robertson's Writing Across Borders considers, among other things,

the value of hearing from international students themselves on the process of learn-

ing English and acclimating to educational practices in the United States.
As is so often the case, with writing center work, with classroom teaching, with

writing and researching, we find ourselves as editors constantly working at the
intersection between the tasks that require our daily attention (reading new submissions, working with reviewers, updating the subscriber database) and the goals
with a larger scope (expanding the subscriber base, indexing The Writing Center
Journal , mentoring new authors and reviewers, planning future issues). As Griffin et

al. write, "[T]he local becomes national, and the national becomes local" (6). We
remind each other frequently that our larger goals play out in the very local decisions that we make. Discussions about subscriber base, for example, have both orga-

nizational, mission-based rationales and require coordination between the IWCA
Executive Board and other affiliate publications; but they also have local, practical
consequences, ranging from database management duties and subscription renewals

to the cultivation and support of new and continuing subscribers, authors, and
reviewers. We write with this awareness and more in mind, and with respect and
appreciation for the role with which we have been entrusted.
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